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Applicant 

Name of the organization Pro Corno Foundation 

Address (street, city, country) Pusta 6 Street, Milanówek, Poland 

Phone / fax https://procorno.com, +48 693351802 

Contact person Feliks Gmitruk 

E-mail and telephone of the 

contact person 
feliksgmitruk@gmail.com, +48 693351802 

Short description of the 

organization  

The Foundation Pro Corno was founded in 2013 by 

Feliks Gmitruk. Its main objective was to aid in the 

education and development of Polish horn playing by 

organizing workshops with leading pedagogues from 

around the world. Over the last three years the scope 

of the Foundation’s activity has increased, and 

currently we are also involved in organizing concerts, 

recording sessions, and events linking visual arts and 

music. 

 

Description of the project proposal 

Title of the project “Phoenix Cities” 

Strand / Measure European Remembrance, 1st March 2017 

Short description of the project 

(aims, objectives, main activities, 

target group, venues, expected 

results) (max. 1500 characters) 

“Phoenix Cities” is a unique project commemorating 

the history of European cities (Warsaw, Berlin, 

Hamburg, Dresden, Rotterdam and London), which 

suffered particular damage during the Second World 

War, and were reborn from the ashes with a 

tremendous effort of its people.  

 

“Phoenix Cities” is an educational peace project 

combining music and visual arts with historical 

memory. It consists of a concert, a series of lectures 
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taking place in each “Phoenix” city, as well as 

artistic/creative workshops inspired by the history of 

each of the cities.  

 

“Phoenix Cities” is a tale not only about the cities and 

their tragedy, but also about the people and the 

colossal impact the war had on whole societies as well 

as cityscapes. The series condemns war in general and 

promotes the universal spirit of peace mediated 

through the combination of history, music and visual 

arts. The project aims to show that, regardless of the 

nationality and geographical location, war always 

takes the same toll. 

 

The main objective of the project is to engage young 

people and to show that the cities they inhabit share a 

similar history despite being located in different parts 

of Europe. The aim is to create a possibility, especially 

for youth, to reflect on the senselessness of war 

through active engagement in art.  

 

Components of the project: 

 

1. A performance of the “War Horns”, a musical piece 

for 10 French horns composed by Paweł Pudło and 

inspired by the stories of “Phoenix Cities”. The choice 

of the instrument is not accidental and is derived from 

a long tradition associating horns with hunting and 

warfare. The piece itself is a symbol of the tragedy 

brought by war and conflict.  

 

2. A series of history lectures open to the public in 

Warsaw, Berlin, Hamburg, Dresden, Rotterdam and 

London.  

 

3. A series of artistic/creative workshops, inspired by 

the history lectures as well as the “War Horns” musical 

piece, and organised in all European “Phoenix Cities” - 

with the aim of attracting local youth. The workshops 

will be conducted by two visual artists from Poland 

and one local one. The outcome of the series will be a 

publication of essays on history, illustrated by the 60 

best artistic works (10 for each of the participating 

cities) created during the workshops. 

 

4. Additionally, we will issue a multimedia album 
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consisting of a recording of the “War Horns” 

performed in Warsaw and a publication on “Phoenix 

Cities”. The album will be used as an inspiration for the 

participants of the subsequent workshops in all 

partaking cities. 

Timetable of the project / calendar 

of events 
15.08.2017 – 30.06.2018 

Profile of the partners/ type of 

organization 

At present, we are looking for partners in Poland 

(Warsaw), Germany (Berlin, Dresden, Hamburg), the 

Netherlands (Rotterdam) and the United Kingdom 

(London), who are willing to assist in the organisation of 

workshops and a touring exhibition on “Phoenix Cities”. 

The collaboration will involve finding a suitable venue for 

a lecture and a workshop (preferably the same location), 

inviting local youth to participate (around 60 

participants), contracting a historian to give a lecture on 

the history of the participating city, and inviting a local 

artist to lead the workshop. We are open to any 

suggestions from our potential partners. 

Preferred countries (if applicable) 
Germany (Berlin, Dresden, Hamburg), Netherlands 

(Rotterdam) and the United Kingdom (London) 

 


