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Identification of the applicant
Name of the organisation

Registered address (street, city, country)

50th Anniversary of 1968 Civil Rights
Commemoration Committee

2 Lakeglen Green Belfast BT11 8TH

Telephone / Fax

0044 2890431560

Website of the organisation

Being constructed

Name of the contact person

Tim Attwood

Email/Telephone of the contact person

Short overview of your organisation (key
activities, experience)

Forty years ago, in 1968, a series of events took
place which changed the face of Northern Ireland
irrevocably. These events were the culmination of
attempts since the early 1960s by a number of
different organisations and individuals to highlight
injustices in Northern Ireland. The Campaign for
Social Justice, the Derry Housing Action
Committee and the Campaign for Democracy in
Ulster were examples of this. Their concern was
not with the great constitutional issues which had
dominated political debate thereto, but with the
everyday issues which dominated people’s lives.
In 1967, the Northern Ireland Civil Rights
Association was founded to address all these
issues. The following year, inspired by the courage
of Civil Rights leaders in Europe and the United
States, and by their example of peaceful nonviolent protest, Civil Rights protesters began to
take to the streets of Northern Ireland. Their
objective was to bring an end to injustice in the
system of public authority housing provision,
injustice in public and private employment
practices, injustice in voting and representational
rights, and the arbitrary and oppressive powers
available to the state to suppress dissent.
Such was the importance of these events, and what
they led to, that it is appropriate and even
necessary, 40 years later, to commemorate them in
a sober and reflective way, to seek to learn from
what happened, to consider the significance of the
Civil Rights Movement for our society today and

the continuing resonance of the issues which it
addressed, and the ideals which underpinned it.

Description of the project
Strand, Measure in the framework of “Europe
for Citizens” Programme (e.g. European
Remembrance; Civil Society Project; Town
Twining)?

European Remembrance - Commemorations of
major historical turning points in recent European
history

Timetable of the project

January - December 2018







Short description of the project, including its
aims





To honour the courage all those who took
part in the Civil Rights movement.
To explore the legacy of civil rights through
documentation, conferences and other
events.
To reflect on the achievement of civil rights
movement as an example of non-violent
and peaceful change.
To commemorate the shared/contested
history of civil rights on a cross community
basis.
To examine the civil rights challenges at
home, in Europe and abroad today
especially racism and sectarianism and the
need to build a tolerant and inclusive
society throughout the island.
To support and strengthen the protection of
civil/human rights throughout Ireland and
to share the lessons of the Northern Ireland
Civil Rights movement with people
working for human rights in situations of
conflict in Europe and internationally.

Role of the partner organisation in the project

To work and collaborate with other organisations
in Europe who wish to commemorate civils rights
movements and protests 50 years on from 1968

Comments from the applicant

We are seeking partners to highlight the
importance of civil rights movements in 1968 in
transforming our societies.

